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USEEC FOR INFO, EMB FOR ACTION; USOECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, OECD 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: INVESTIGATION OF REPROCESSED FLUORO- 
CARBON MANUFACTURERS 

1 . DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) HAS INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
THAT QUOTE: THE ANTITRUST DIVISION IS CONDUCTING AN INVES- 
TIGATION INTO THE CONDUCT OF SEVERAL MANUFACTURERS OF 
REPROCESSED FLUOROCARBONS. THE COMPANIES UNDER INVESTI 
GATION INCLUDE NOT ONLY U.S. PRODUCERS OF SUCH PRODUCTS 
BUT ALSO COMPANIES LOCATED IN BELGIUM AND IN THE NETHER- 
LANDS. IT IS OUR BELIEF THAT SINCE 1968, LIQUID NITROGEN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROCESSING CORPORATION (LNP), AND METALLURGICAL INTERNA- 
TIONAL. INC., IN THE UNITED STATES, TOGETHER WITH LNP'S 
DUTCH SUBSIDIARY AND FLORIDIENNE S.A., A BELGIAN COMPANY, 

MAY HAVE CONSPIRED TO FIX THE PRICES OF AND POSSIBLY ALLO- 
CATE THE TERRITORIES AND/OR CUSTOMERS FOR REPROCESSED 
FLUOROCARBONS. WE ALSO HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THESE 
COMPANIES MAY HAVE CONSPIRED TO CAUSE THE WITHDRAWAL FROM 
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MARKETS OF OR INJURY TO OTHER MANUFACTURERS OF REPROCESSED 
FLUOROCARBONS. SUCH CONSPIRACIES COULD, IF CONFIRMED, 
VIOLATE SECTIONS 1 AND 2 OF THE SHERMAN ACT. 

2. QUOTE: DOJ PROPOSES TO SEND A CIVIL INVESTIGATIVE 
DEMAND (CID), SEEKING THE PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS, TO EACH 

OF THE INVOLVED FIRMS. HOWEVER, AS TO LNP AND ITS DUTCH 
SUBSIDIARY, WE INTEND ONLY TO SEND A CID TO THE U.S. 

PARENT. UNQUOTE 

3. EMBASSIES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS 
OF THIS IMMINENT ACTION UNDER THE 1967 OECD RECOMMENDA- 
TION ON NOTIFICATION AND REPORT ANY REACTION. VANCE 
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